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The characters are the people, 
animals, or creatures in the story.

Look at what the characters do, how they feel, and 
what they are like to understand them better.

© ERIN COLEY

Goldilocks is a very curious 
and adventurous girl. She 

wants to explore the 
bears’ house.

She is brave because she 
goes into the house even 
though she doesn’t know 

who lives there.

She is impulsive. She makes 
quick decisions, like trying 
the porridge and sitting in 

the bears’ chairs.



The setting is where and when a 
story takes place.
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Think about what you see, hear, smell, and feel to 
imagine the time and place of the story.

Bella is reading 
outside on a 

hot, sunny day.

She can hear a 
bee buzzing in 

her ear.

She can smell 
the flowers in 

the air.

It is the 
perfect day to 
spend outdoors.
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The important events in a text usually include the 
beginning, middle, and end of the story.

The plot is the events that happen 
in the story.

Beginning Middle End

problem events solution
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Think about what goes wrong in the story. What 
needs to change and how can the character fix it?

The problem is a conflict or 
challenge that occurs in the story.

Oh no! My 
kitten is stuck 
in a tree! What 
should I do!?
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What did the character do to fix the problem? How 
did they make things better?

The solution is how the problem in 
the story is solved.
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Think about the main events and the characters’ 
feelings. What lesson can you learn from the story?

The theme is the big idea or 
lesson in a story.

EXAMPLES:

FRIENDSHIP

KINDNESS

FAMILY

COURAGE
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